CHAPTER XXXIII

eats of the Towns, Cities, Countiy and Customs of Bengal, particularly on those neat the famous
nges, with some historical Accounts ancient and modern ofFott William

3IPL T lies 011 the Banks of a River supposed to be a Branch of the
Ganges, about 5 Leagues from that of Ballasore, formeily it was a
Place of Trade, and was honoured with English and Dutch Factories.
le Gountiy produces the same Commodities that Ballasore does, at
esent it is reduced to Beggary by the Factory's Removal to Hughly and
dcutta, the Merchants being all gone.   It is now inhabited by Fishers,

are also Ingelhe, and Kidgene, two neighbouring Islands on the West
de of the Mouth of Ganges. These Islands abound also In tame Swine,
icre they are sold very cheap, for I have bought One and twenty good
ogs, between 50 and 80 Pound Weight each, for 17 Rupees, or 45
ullings Sterling. Those Islands send forth dangerous Sand Banks, that
e both numerous and large, and make the Navigation out and in to
ughly River, both troublesom and dangerous, and after we pass those
lands, in going up the River, the Chanel for Shipping is 011 the East-side,
id several Creeks run from the Chanel among a great Number of Islands,
irmed by different Chanels of Ganges, two of which are more remarkable
an the rest, viz. Coxes and Sagor Islands, where great Ships were obliged

anchor to take in Part of their Cargoes, because several Places in the
iver are too shallow for great Ships to pass over, when their whole
argoes are aboard.

There are no Inhabitants on those Islands, for they are so pestered with
igers, that there could be no Security for human Creatures to dwell on
em; nay, it is even dangerous to land on them, or for Boats to anchor
;ar them, for in the Night they have swimmed to Boats at Anchor, and
irried Men out of them, yet among the Pagans, the Island Sagor is ac-
>unted holy, and great Numbers ofjougies go yearly thither in the Months
' November and December, to worship and wash in Salt-water, tho' many
" them fall Sacrifices to the hungry Tigers.